
Activities

If you've always wanted to walk around inside the crater of an active volcano, here's your chance. Mt. Batur is 1,717 m
high, but the upper cone itself is only several hundred meters above the level of the lake and can be climbed and
descended in a few hours. At the top, there's a warm crust of ground over the cauldron. Be sure to hire a guide, as it can
be dangerous.

Each home stay can recommend a guide. Under the Volcano has guides for $12 per person; other home stays charge
$18-$19.

It's best to start very early in the morning, around 4 am: it's cool and you're likely to see a wonderful sunrise. Your guide
will probably find you before you find him. Choose someone friendly who is not charging a ridiculous amount of money:
$4-5 is a fair price. Gede at Gede's Trekking near Kintamani market is a helpful contact. Another professional trekking
guide service is Panorama Tourist Services, located near the Toya Bungkah Hot Spring. They also organize other
trekking trips in the area.

There are several well-marked approaches to Batur. From Pura Jati, near Kedisan (where a large sign announces "Klim
Prom Here-Please Polow, Wite Plag"), and from Toya Bungkah where the climb up and back takes about three hours.
The latter route is notably easier.

Wear high-top shoes: the slopes are covered with fine dust. Other necessary supplies are drinking water and a snack or
two. On reaching the summit your guide will boil some eggs (in the sand) and make coffee. If you're fortunate, a great
view stretching all the way to Lombok will be revealed as the sun rises.

Going down is much easier than climbing up and it's possible to take another route down, via the hot spring at Toya
Bungkah. Ask your guide to have a car ready to bring you back to the original starting point once you get down. The
spring, set in a concrete pool, is not overly spectacular. Entrance is $1
This trip is not recommended during the rainy season (November-April).

There's a good new road that circles the volcano rim from Penulisan east to Pinggan and Blandingan, where it comes to
a dead end. Another route is to drive past Toya Bungkah to Songan and follow the sign west to Air Mampeh. The road
leads to Penelokan through the caldera behind Batur. It is sometimes difficult to pass because of volcanic sand and
stones

Hot Spring

The public bathing spot at the Toya Bungkah Hot Springs is free and frequented mostly by Indonesians. There is now a
large swimming facility, Tirta Sanjiwani, set in a lovely garden just above the lake. Two hot spring pools plus a huge
regular swimming pool. You can take a personal spa for $25, including a massage in your own little spa and bale. $10
adults, $7.50 children.
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